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1917 – 2017 
the goal is still the insurrection !

This  7th  of  November  2017,  we  celebrate  the  hundred  years  of  the  October
revolution, which in 1917 led Russia to socialism, through an armed insurrection
followed by a civil war between the red and the white armies.

We say that this path is still valid today; in each capitalist country, a revolutionary
upsurge must be led by the avant-guard revolutionary party, mobilizing the masses so
that they take the power in destroying the old state in a necessary violent way.

The insurrection, i.e. the taking of the central power, is the revolutionary task of the
real  communists;  the  goal  is  not  to  reform or  to  ameliorate  capitalism,  but  to
overthrow it. The old state can not be amended, it has to be destroy and replaced by
the power of the soviets, the socialist state.

The nature of  the work of  the Communists,  therefore, must be conform to this
revolutionary goal. The aim of the work of the Communists is to mobilize the masses
for the global upsurge! The people in arms must be the New State!

The communists must therefore be aware of the capacity of repression of the old
state  and  its  allies,  like  the  fascists  and  the  mafia;  they  must  understand  the
characterization of each period to work properly along the dialectics of legality and
illegality.

Moreover, and we say that this is the main key of the question, each aspect must be
seen  in  relationship  with  the  goal  of  taking  power,  which  means  that  each
revolutionary process has to be evaluated from the point of view of the People's War:
the confrontation old state/masses.

It  is  not  a  question  of  finding  a  “magic”  tool  of  intervention,  be  it  armed
propaganda  or  electoralism.  It  is  always  a  question  of  evaluating  each situation
according to the strategic goal of the armed insurrection, with the taking of the
central power.

Each “victory” which does not correspond to this task is incorrect, on any fields
(economy, politics, culture, etc.). A victory means moving forward in direction of the
strategical goal. Political power grows out of the barrel of a gun.

It means also that the way is a political one. Revolutionary politics is only possible
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through a guiding thought, i.e. a correct position on the history of a given country,
to show the correct path to realize the revolutionary contradiction.

We wish to  stress  here  that  the  specific
conditions  for  the  October  Revolution
certainly won't repeat itself, as the People's
War happened only after the insurrection,
through the civil war. What shall happen
more surely is a revolutionary process in
which  the  taking  of  the  central  power
occurs only at the end, like for the Chinese
revolution.

When we say : “the goal is still the insurrection !”, we don't mean by that that the
insurrection would be the beginning of a revolutionary process, but only its climax. 

The revolutionary activity does not consist in the accumulation of forces, to organize
a “coup”. The revolutionary activity exists only as a general process, in which a
New Power is build, replacing by violence the old one.

With this in mind, we want to stress the importance of understanding the principle
of People's Democracy, which consists in the broad alliance of the anti-monopolies
force, against war and fascism.

The revolutionary goal of taking the central power belongs to the strategical offensive
of the revolution, but a strategical equilibrium may be historically necessary in the
situation where fascism and war are the main political aspect.

In fact, this may be even the rule for the revolution in the imperialist countries. 

A last  point  we wish to stress,  is  that  it  is  impossible to separate the October
Revolution from the USSR under the leadership of Stalin. Stalin was the leader of the
socialist construction in the first socialist state in the world; defending the October
revolution  is  defending  Stalin,  defending  Stalin  is  the  defending  the  October
revolution.

The reason for that is that the very sense of the October revolution is the foundation
of the new socialist state.

Revolution means the victorious emergence of a new state. This is a basic learning of
dialectical materialism.

This  is  why,  as  the  very  nature  of  the  state  is  depending  of  the  revolutionary
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process,  it  is  not  possible  to  understand  the  question  of  the  state  without
understanding that it is a practical one.

That's why historically Karl Marx had to wait the Commune of Paris of 1871 to
understand  the  form  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat;  that's  why  Lenin
understood the form of the new socialist  state through the revolutionary process
itself.

In August 1917, Lenin explains, in the preface to the First Edition of The state and
revolution, the actual nature of the topic he's studying then, in the period between
the February revolution and the October revolution to come :

“First of all we examine the theory of Marx and Engels of the state,
and  dwell   in   particular   detail   on   those   aspects   of   this   theory
which are ignored or have been distorted by the opportunists. 

Then we deal specially with the one who is chiefly responsible for
these   distortions,   Karl   Kautsky,   the   best­known   leader   of   the
Second   International   (1889­1914),   which   has   met   with   such
miserable bankruptcy in the present war. 

Lastly,   we   sum   up   the   main   results   of   the   experience   of   the
Russian revolutions of 1905 and particularly of 1917. 

Apparently, the latter is now (early August 1917) completing the
first stage of its development; but this revolution as a whole can
only be understood as a link in a chain of socialist proletarian
revolutions being caused by the imperialist war. 

The question of the relation of the socialist proletarian revolution
to   the   state,   therefore,   is   acquiring  not   only  practical   political
importance, but also the significance of a most urgent problem of
the day, the problem of explaining to the masses what they will
have to do before long to free themselves from capitalist tyranny.”

Lenin Thought is born as expression of the Russian revolution and permitted to have
a  better  understand  of  the  nature  of  the  state.  As  Stalin  explained  it  in  The
Foundations of Leninism :

“Some   think   that   the   fundamental   thing   in   Leninism   is   the
peasant question, that the point of departure of Leninism is the
question of the peasantry, of its role, its relative importance. 

This is absolutely wrong. 
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he fundamental question of Leninism, its point of departure,  is
not the peasant question, but the question of the dictatorship of
the proletariat, of the conditions under which it can be achieved,
of the conditions under which it can be consolidated. 

The peasant question, as the question of the ally of the proletariat
in its struggle for power, is a derivative question.”

What Stalin points here is the universal aspect in the particular situation of Leninism
as expression of the Russian revolution. This is because of this correct understanding
that Stalin follows directly, as leader of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
(Bolsheviks), Lenin in guiding the new state in the socialist construction.

It is not possible to separate Lenin from Stalin and Stalin from Lenin, as Stalin is the
successor, the one who noted that Leninism was a development of Marxism, the one
who led the Party in the deepening of the socialist construction, of the socialist state.

We find here the background the basic difference between Marxism and anarchism,
Marxism and opportunism. The state is neither to negate, nor to reform. The state is
to be built on a new foundation.

This  is  the  principal  aspect  of  the
teaching coming from October 1917. It
is not only a question of overthrowing
the  old  state,  which  is  a  revisionist
reduction of Leninism to a mechanical
conception of power.

It  means  :  from  the  avant-guard
opening  the  ideological  revolutionary
space,  being  able  to  synthesize
antagonism,  organizing  the  most
advanced  elements  seeking  class

autonomy, generate revolutionary mass organisms, build the new power, until the
insurrection!

Marxist Leninist Maoist Center of Belgium
Communist Party of France (Marxist-Leninist-Maoist)

November 2017
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Friedrich Engels

Revolution and 
Counter-revolution in Germany

1851-1852

“insurrection is an art”
Insurrection is an art quite as much as war or any other, and subject to certain

rules of proceeding, which, when neglected, will produce the ruin of the party
neglecting them. 

Those rules, logical deductions from the nature of the parties and the
circumstances one has to deal with in such a case, are so plain and simple that

the short experience of 1848 had made the Germans pretty well acquainted with
them. Firstly, never play with insurrection unless you are fully prepared to face

the consequences of your play. 

Insurrection is a calculus with very indefinite magnitudes, the value of which
may change every day; the forces opposed to you have all the advantage of

organization, discipline, and habitual authority: unless you bring strong odds
against them you are defeated and ruined. 

Secondly, the insurrectionary career once entered upon, act with the greatest
determination, and on the offensive. 

The defensive is the death of every armed rising; it is lost before it measures itself
with its enemies. 

Surprise your antagonists while their forces are scattering, prepare new
successes, however small, but daily; keep up the moral ascendancy which the
first successful rising has given to you; rally those vacillating elements to your

side which always follow the strongest impulse, and which always look out for the
safer side; force your enemies to a retreat before they can collect their strength
against you; in the words of Danton, the greatest master of revolutionary policy

yet known, de l'audace, de l'audace, encore de l'audace!
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V. I. Lenin
A Letter to the Central Committee
and the Petrograd And Moscow 
Committees Of The R.S.D.L.P.(B.)

September 12-14 (25-27), 1917

The  Bolsheviks,  having  obtained  a  majority   in   the
Soviets  of  Workers’  and Soldiers’  Deputies of both
capitals,   can   and must take   state   power   into   their
own hands.

They   can   because   the   active   majority   of
revolutionary elements in the two chief cities is large
enough to carry the people with it, to overcome the
opponent’s resistance, to smash him, and to gain and
retain power. 

For   the   Bolsheviks,   by   immediately   proposing   a
democratic peace, by immediately giving the land to
the   peasants   and   by   reestablishing   the   democratic
institutions and liberties which have been mangled
and   shattered   by Kerensky,   will   form   a   government   which nobody will   be   able   to
overthrow.

The majority of the people are on our side. This was proved by the long and painful course
of  events  from May 6  to August  31  and to  September 12.  The majority  gained  in  the
Soviets  of   the  metropolitan  cities resulted from  the  people   coming over   to our   side. The
wavering of the Socialist­Revolutionaries and Mensheviks and the increase in the number
of internationalists within their ranks prove the same thing.

The   Democratic   Conference represents not a   majority   of   the   revolutionary   people,   but
only the compromising upper strata of the petty bourgeoisie. We must not be deceived by the
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election figures:  elections prove nothing.  Compare the elections to the city councils  of
Petrograd and Moscow with the elections to the Soviets. Compare the elections in Moscow
with the Moscow strike of August 12. Those are objective facts regarding that majority of
revolutionary elements that are leading the people.

The Democratic Conference is deceiving the peasants; it is giving them neither peace nor
land.

A Bolshevik government alone will satisfy the demands of the peasants.

* * *

Why   must   the   Bolsheviks   assume
power at this very moment?

Because the impending surrender of
Petrograd will  make our chances a
hundred times less favourable.

And it is not in our power to prevent
the surrender of Petrograd while the
army   is   headed   by   Kerensky   and
Co.

Nor   can   we   "wait"   for   the
Constituent   Assembly,   for   by
surrendering   Petrograd   Kerensky
and   Co. can always frustrate its
convocation. Our Party alone, on taking power, can secure the Constituent Assembly’s
convocation; it will then accuse the other parties of procrastination and will be able to
substantiate its accusations.

A separate peace between the British and German imperialists must and can be prevented,
but only by quick action.

The people are tired of the waverings of the Mensheviks and Socialist­Revolutionaries. It
is only our victory in the metropolitan cities that will carry the peasants with us.

* * *

We are concerned now not with the "day",  or "moment" of insurrection in the narrow
sense of the word. That will be only decided by the common voice of those who are in
contact with the workers and soldiers, with the masses.
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The  point   is   that   now,   at   the  Democratic   Conference,   our  Party   has   virtually its   own
congress, and   this   congress   (whether   it   wishes   to   or   not) must decide   the fate   of   the
revolution.

The point is to make the task clear to the
Party.   The   present   task   must   be
an armed   uprising in   Petrograd   and
Moscow (with its region), the seizing of
power   and   the   overthrow   of   the
government.   We   must   consider how to
agitate for this without expressly saying
as much in the press.

We must  remember and weigh Marx’s
words   about   insurrection, "Insurrection
is an art", etc.

* * *

It would be naive to wait for a "formal"
majority   for   the   Bolsheviks.   No
revolution ever waits for that. Kerensky
and Co. are not waiting either, and are
preparing  to  surrender  Petrograd.   It   is
the   wretched   waverings   of   the
Democratic  Conference   that  are  bound
to exhaust the patience of the workers of
Petrograd and Moscow! History will not
forgive us  if  we do not assume power
now.

There   is   no   apparatus?   There   is   an
apparatus—the   Soviets   and   the   democratic   organisations.   The   international
situation right now, on the eve of the conclusion of a separate peace between the British and
the Germans, is in our favour. To propose peace to the nations right now means to win.

By taking power both in Moscow and in Petrograd at once (it doesn’t matter which comes
first, Moscow may possibly begin), we shall win absolutely and unquestionably.

N. Lenin
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V. I. Lenin
A Letter to the Central Committee of 
the R.S.D.L.P.(B.)

September 13-14 (26-27), 1917
One   of   the   most   vicious   and
probably   most   widespread
distortions of Marxism resorted
to  by   the  dominant   "socialist"
parties   is   the   opportunist   lie
that   preparation   for
insurrection, and generally the
treatment of insurrection as an
art, is "Blanquism".

Bernstein,   the   leader   of
opportunism,   has   already
earned   himself   unfortunate
fame   by   accusing   Marxism   of

Blanquism, and when our present­day opportunists cry Blanquism they do not
improve on or "enrich" the meagre "ideas" of Bernstein one little bit.

Marxists are accused of Blanquism for treating insurrection as an art! Can there
be a more flagrant perversion of the truth, when not a single Marxist will deny
that it was Marx who expressed himself on this score in the most definite, precise
and categorical manner, referring to insurrection specifically as an art,saying that
it  must  be   treated as  an art,   that  you must  win   the   first   success  and  then
proceed from success to success, never ceasing the offensive against the enemy,
taking advantage of his confusion, etc., etc.?

To be successful, insurrection must rely not upon conspiracy and not upon a
party, but upon the advanced class. That is the first point. Insurrection must rely
upon a revolutionary upsurge of the people. That is the second point. Insurrection
must rely upon that turning­point in the history of the growing revolution when
the activity of the advanced ranks of the people is at its height, and when the
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vacillations   in   the   ranks   of
the enemy and in  the ranks
of   the   weak,   half­hearted
and  irresolute  friends of   the
revolution are strongest. That
is the third point. And these
three   conditions   for   raising
the question of   insurrection
distinguish Marxism   from
Blanquism.

Once these conditions exist,
however,   to   refuse   to   treat
insurrection   as   an   art   is   a
betrayal   of   Marxism   and   a
betrayal of the revolution.

To show that   it   is  precisely
the present moment that the Party must recognise as the one in which the entire
course of events has objectively placed insurrection on the order of the day and
that insurrection must be treated as an art, it will perhaps be best to use the
method   of   comparison,   and   to   draw   a   parallel   between   July   3­4   and   the
September days.

On July  3­4  it  could have been argued,  without  violating  the  truth,   that   the
correct thing to do was to take power, for our enemies would in any case have
accused us of insurrection and ruthlessly treated us as rebels. However, to have
decided on this account in favour of taking power at that time would have been
wrong, because the objective conditions for the victory of the insurrection did not
exist.

(1)   We   still   lacked   the   support   of   the   class   which   is   the   vanguard   of   the
revolution.

We still did not have a majority among the workers and soldiers of Petrograd and
Moscow. Now we have a majority  in both Soviets. It was created solely by the
history of July and August, by the experience of the "ruthless treatment" meted
out to the Bolsheviks, and by the experience of the Kornilov revolt.

(2) There was no country­wide revolutionary upsurge at that time. There is now,
after the Kornilov revolt; the situation in the provinces and assumption of power
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by   the   Soviets   in   many
localities prove this.

(3)   At   that   time   there   was
no vacillation on   any   serious
political   scale   among   our
enemies   and   among   the
irresolute   petty   bourgeoisie.
Now   the   vacillation   is
enormous. Our main enemy,
Allied and world imperialism
(for   world   imperialism   is
headed   by   the   "Allies"), has
begun   to   waver between   a
war to a victorious finish and
a   separate   peace   directed
against Russia. Our petty­bourgeois democrats, having clearly lost their majority
among the people, have begun to vacillate enormously, and have rejected a bloc,
i.e., a coalition, with the Cadets.

(4) Therefore, an insurrection on July 3­4 would have been a mistake; we could
not have retained power either physically or politically.

We could not have retained it physically even though Petrograd was at times in
our hands, because at that time our workers and soldiers would not have fought
and died for Petrograd.

There   was   not   at   the   time   that   "savageness",   or   fierce   hatred  both   of  the
Kerenskys and of the Tseretelis and Chernovs. 

Our people had still not been tempered by the experience of the persecution of
the   Bolsheviks   in   which   the   Socialist­Revolutionaries   and   Mensheviks
participated.

We could  not  have retained power  politically  on July  3­4 because, before   the
Kornilov revolt,   the   army   and   the   provinces   could   and   would   have   marched
against Petrograd.

Now the picture is entirely different.

We have the following of the majority of a class, the vanguard of the revolution,
the vanguard of the people, which is capable of carrying the masses with it.
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We   have   the   following   of   the majority of   the   people,   because   Chernov's
resignation,  while  by  no  means   the  only   symptom,   is   the  most   striking  and

obvious   symptom   that   the
peasants will   not   receive   land from
the   Socialist­Revolutionaries'   bloc
(or   from   the   Socialist­
Revolutionaries   themselves).   And
that   is   the   chief   reason   for   the
popular character of the revolution.

We are in the advantageous position
of   a   party   that   knows   for   certain
which   way   to   go   at   a   time
when imperialism,   as   a   whale and
the   Menshevik   and   Socialist­
Revolutionary   bloc   as   a   whole   are
vacillating in an incredible fashion.

Our victory is assured, for the people are close to desperation, and we are showing
the entire people a sure way out; we demonstrated to the entire people during the
"Kornilov days" the value of our leadership, and then proposed to the politicians
of the bloc a compromise, which they rejected, although there is no let­up in their
vacillations.

It  would be a great  mistake to think
that our offer of a compromise had not
yet   been   rejected,   and   that   the
Democratic   Conference   may  still
accept it. 

The   compromise   was   proposed by   a
party to parties; it could not have been
proposed   in   any   other   way.   It   was
rejected   by   parties.   The   Democratic
Conference   is   a conference, and
nothing more. 

One   thing   must   not   be   forgotten,
namely,   that   the   majority   of   the
revolutionary   people,   the   poor,
embittered   peasants,   are   not
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represented   in   it.   It   is   a
conference  of   a minority   of   the
people—this obvious truth must
not be forgotten. 

It would be a big mistake, sheer
parliamentary cretinism on our
part,   if  we  were   to   regard   the
Democratic   Conference   as   a
parliament; for even if it were to
proclaim itself a permanent and
sovereign   parliament   of   the
revolution,   it   would
nevertheless decide

nothing. The  power   of   decision   lies outside it   in   the  working­class   quarters   of
Petrograd and Moscow.

All the objective conditions exist for a successful insurrection. 

We have the exceptional advantage of a situation in which only our victory in the
insurrection can put  an end to   that  most  painful   thing on earth,  vacillation,
which has worn the people out; in which only our victory in the insurrection will
give the peasants land immediately; a situation in which only our victory in the
insurrection can foil the game of a separate peace directed against the revolution
—foil   it  by  publicly  proposing a   fuller,   juster  and earlier  peace,  a peace  that
will benefit the revolution.

Finally, our Party alone can, by a victorious insurrection, save Petrograd; for if
our proposal for peace is rejected, if we do not secure even an armistice, then we
shall   become   "defencists",   we   shall   place   ourselves   at the   head   of   the   war
parties, we   shall   be   the war
party par excellence, and we shall
conduct   the   war   in   a   truly
revolutionary manner. 

We shall take away all the bread
and   boots   from   the   capitalists.
We shall leave them only crusts
and   dress   them   in   bast   shoes.
We shall send all the bread and
footwear to the front.
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And then we shall save Petrograd.

The   resources,   both   material
and   spiritual,   for   a   truly
revolutionary   war   in   Russia
are still immense; the chances
are a hundred to one that the
Germans will grant us at least
an armistice. And to secure an
armistice  now would  in   itself
mean to win the whole world.

* * *

Having   recognised   the
absolute   necessity   for   an
insurrection of the workers of
Petrograd   and   Moscow   in
order   to   save   the   revolution
and   to   save   Russia   from   a
"separate"   partition   by   the
imperialists of both groups, we
must   first  adapt  our  political
tactics   at   the   Conference   to
the conditions of   the growing
insurrection;   secondly,   we
must show that it is not only
in   words   that   we   accept
Marx's idea that insurrection must be treated as an art.

At   the Conference we must  immediately cement  the Bolshevik group, without
striving after numbers, and without fearing to leave the waverers in the waverers'
camp. They are more useful to the cause of the revolution there than in the camp
of the resolute and devoted fighters.

We must draw up a brief  declaration from the Bolsheviks,  emphasising in no
uncertain manner the irrelevance of long speeches and of "speeches" in general,
the necessity for immediate action to save the revolution, the absolute necessity
for   a   complete   break   with   the   bourgeoisie,   for   the   removal   of   the   present
government,   in   its   entirety,   for   a   complete   rupture   with   the   Anglo­French
imperialists,  who  are  preparing   a   "separate"  partition   of  Russia,   and   for   the
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immediate   transfer   of   all   power   to revolutionary   democrats,   headed   by   the
revolutionary proletariat.

Our declaration must give the briefest and most trenchant formulation of this
conclusion   in   connection   with   the
programme   proposals   of   peace   for
the  peoples,   land   for   the  peasants,
confiscation   of   scandalous   profits,
and   a   check   on   the   scandalous
sabotage   of   production   by   the
capitalists.

The briefer  and more  trenchant the
declaration,   the   better.   Only   two
other  highly   important  points  must
be   clearly   indicated   in   it,   namely,
that the people are worn out by the
vacillations, that they are fed up with
the   irresolution   of   the   Socialist­
Revolutionaries and Mensheviks; and
that we are definitely breaking with
these parties because   they   have
betrayed the revolution.

And   another   thing.   By   immediately
proposing   a   peace   without
annexations,   by   immediately
breaking with the Allied imperialists
and  with   all   imperialists,   either  we

shall at once obtain an armistice, or the entire revolutionary proletariat will rally
to the defence of the country, and a really just, really revolutionary war will then
be waged by revolutionary democrats under the leadership of the proletariat.

Having read this declaration, and having appealed for decisions and not talk, for
action   and   not   resolution­writing,   we   must dispatch our   entire   group   to
the factories  and   the  barracks. Their  place   is   there,   the  pulse  of   life   is   there,
there's the source of salvation for our revolution, and there is he motive force of
the Democratic Conference.

There, in ardent and impassioned speeches, we must explain our programme and
put   the   alternative:   either   the   Conference   adopts   it in   its   entirety, or   else

17



COMMUNISM

insurrection. There is no middle course. Delay is impossible. The revolution is
lying.

By putting the question in this way, by concentrating our entire group in the
factories and barracks, we shall be able to determine the right moment to start the
insurrection.

In order to treat insurrection in a Marxist way, i.e., as an art, we must at the
same   time,   without   losing   a
single   moment,   organise
a headquarters of   the
insurgent   detachments,
distribute our forces, move the
reliable regiments to the most
important   points,   surround
the   Alexandriusky   Theatre,
occupy   the   Peter   and   Paul
Fortress,   arrest   the   General
Staff and the government, and
move against the officer cadets
and the Savage Division those
detachments   which   would
rather   die   than   allow   the
enemy   to   approach   the
strategic points of the city. 

We  must  mobilise   the   armed
workers and call them to fight
the   last   desperate   fight,
occupy the  telegraph and the
telephone   exchange   at   once,
move   our   insurrection
headquarters   to   the   central
telephone   exchange   and

connect it by telephone with all the factories, all the regiments, all the points of
armed fighting, etc.

Of course, this is all by way of example, only to illustrate the fact that at the
present moment it is impossible to remain loyal to Marxism, to remain loyal to
the revolution unless insurrection is treated as an art.
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Vladimir Lenin

To the Citizens of Russia!
25 October, 1917

The   Provisional   Government   has
been   deposed.   State   power   has
passed into the hands of the organ
of the Petrograd Soviet of Workers'
and   Soldiers'   Deputies­­the
Revolutionary Military Committee,
which   heads   the   Petrograd
proletariat and the garrison.

The   cause   for   which   the   people
have   fought,   namely,   the
immediate   offer   of   a   democratic
peace,   the   abolition   of   landed   proprietorship,   workers'   control   over
production,   and   the   establishment   of   Soviet   power—this   cause   has   been
secured.

Long live the revolution of workers, soldiers and peasants!

Revolutionary Military Committee of the Petrograd Soviet of Workers' and
Soldiers' Deputies

10 a.m., October 25, 1917.
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V. I. Lenin

To The Population

5 November, 1917
 

Comrades—workers, soldiers, peasants and all working people!

The  workers’   and  peasants’   revolution  has  definitely   triumphed   in  Petrograd,
having dispersed or arrested the last remnants of the small number of Cossacks
deceived by Kerensky. The revolution has triumphed in Moscow too. 

Even before the arrival of a number of troop trains dispatched from Petrograd, the
officer   cadets   and   other   Kornilovites   in   Moscow   signed   peace   terms—the
disarming of the cadets and the dissolution of the Committee of Salvation.

Daily  and hourly   reports  are  coming   in   from  the   front  and  from the  villages
announcing   the   support   of   the   overwhelming   majority   of   the   soldiers   in   the
trenches and the peasants in the uyezds for the new government and its decrees

on peace and the immediate transfer
of   the   land   to   the   peasants.   The
victory of the workers’ and peasants’
revolution   is   assured   because   the
majority   of   the   people   have   already
sided with it.

It is perfectly understandable that the
landowners   and   capitalists,   and
the top groups of office employees and
civil  servants closely linked with the
bourgeoisie, in a word, all the wealthy

and those supporting them, react to the new revolution with hostility, resist its
victory, threaten to close the banks, disrupt or bring to a standstill the work of
the different establishments, and hamper the revolution in every way, openly or
covertly. 

Every   politically­conscious   worker   was   well   aware   that   we   would   inevitably
encounter resistance of this kind. The entire Party press of the Bolsheviks has
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written   about   this   on  numerous   occasions.  Not   for   a   single   minute  will   the
working classes be intimidated by this resistance; they will not falter in any way
before the threats and strikes of the supporters of the bourgeoisie.

The majority of the people are with us. The majority of the working and oppressed
people all over the world are with us. Ours is the cause of justice. Our victory is
assured.

The resistance of the capitalists and the high­ranking employees will be smashed.
Not a single person will be deprived of his property except under the special state
law proclaiming nationalisation of the banks and syndicates. 

This law is being drafted. Not one of the working people will suffer the loss of a
kopek; on the contrary, he will be helped. Apart from the strictest accounting and
control, apart from levying the set taxes in full the government has no intention of
introducing any other measure.

In support of  these just demands the vast majority of  the people have rallied
round the Provisional Workers’ and Peasants’ Government.

Comrades, working people! Remember that now you yourselves are at the helm of
state.   No   one   will   help   you   if   you   yourselves   do   not   unite   and   take
into your hands all aflairs of the state. Your Soviets are from now on the organs of
state authority, legislative bodies with full powers.

Rally   around   your   Soviets.
Strengthen   them.   Get   on   with
the   job   yourselves;  begin   right
at   the  bottom,  do  not  wait   for
anyone.   Establish   the   strictest
revolutionary   law   and   order,
mercilessly   suppress   any
attempts   to   create   anarchy  by
drunkards,  hooligans,   counter­
revolutionary   officer   cadets,
Kornilovites and their like.

Ensure the strictest control over
production   and   accounting   of
products. Arrest and hand over
to   the   revolutionary   courts   all
who   dare   to   injure   the   people’s   cause,   irrespective   of   whether   the   injury   is
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manifested   in   sabotaging   production   (damage,   delay   and   subversion),   or   in
hoarding grain and products or holding up shipments of grain, disorganising the
railways   and   the   postal,   telegraph  and   telephone   services,   or   any   resistance
whatever to the great cause of peace, the cause of transferring the land to the
peasants, of ensuring workers’  control over the production and distribution of
products.

Comrades, workers,  soldiers,  peasants and all  working people!  Take all  power
into the hands of your Soviets. Be watchful and guard like the apple of your eye
your  land, grain,  factories,  equipment,  products,   transport—all   that   from now
onwards will be entirely your property, public property. 

Gradually,  with the consent  and approval  of   the majority  of   the peasants,   in
keeping   with   their practical experience   and   that   of   the   workers,   we   shall   go
forward firmly and unswervingly to the victory of socialism—a victory that will be
sealed by the advanced workers of the most civilised countries, bring the peoples
lasting peace and liberate them from all oppression and exploitation.

V. Ulyanov (Lenin),
Chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars

November 5, 1917, Petrograd.
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